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A Prayer for Orange Shirt Day

Loving God, our Creator, help us to be living signs of Your healing 

love.  

Open our hearts to respect, to welcome, and to include one another. 

Give us the courage to stand up for the dignity of our Indigenous 

sisters and brothers and of those with roots in other lands, all of us 

created in Your image.  Strengthen us in our walk together. 

God of truth, let honesty guide our steps along the path of truth and 

reconciliation, of healing and friendship. 

Grant us wisdom to recognize and celebrate the beautiful gifts of 

Indigenous cultures.  May we go forward in humility, as the children 

of One Creator and loving members of the family of God.  

Amen.   Hiy hiy.

Adapted from a prayer posted by St. Clair Catholic District

http://www.st-clair.net/letter-to-parentsguardians-regarding-orange-shirt-day-observances-in-schools.aspx
https://dygtyjqp7pi0m.cloudfront.net/i/28192/24629956_1.jpg?v=8D3754DD85DCF10
https://dygtyjqp7pi0m.cloudfront.net/i/28192/24629956_1.jpg?v=8D3754DD85DCF10


Elk Island Catholic Schools acknowledges that we are, 
in all the schools and communities of EICS, located 
within the traditional land of Treaty No.6, and home of 
Métis Nation of Alberta Zone 4 and Zone 2. We also 
acknowledge the Inuit and other diverse Indigenous 
peoples whose ancestors have marked their territory 
since time immemorial, a place that has welcomed 
many peoples from around the world to make their 
home here.

These traditional territories are a vast area 
encompassing large portions of central Alberta and 
central Saskatchewan, an area in which we live,     
work and play each and every day.



Inspiration for 
Orange Shirt Day

Phyllis’ orange shirt is now a symbol of 
the stripping away of culture, freedom, 
and self-esteem experienced by 
Indigenous children over generations.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3vUqr01kAk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3vUqr01kAk


Truth and Reconciliation Day

Official Day of Recognition - September 30

This is an Indigenous-led initiative inspired by Phyllis Webstad’s 
experience at residential school when she was 6 years old. The 
first Orange Shirt Day was September 30, 2013.

Orange Shirt Day

June 3, 2021, Bill C-5 received Royal Assent, establishing 
September 30 as a federal statutory holiday.

The intent of both is to honour the lost children and survivors 
of residential schools, their families, and communities.



The Necessity of Remembering
The Role of Education

Justice Murray Sinclair, 
Former Chief Commissioner 
of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVjHGNreBkU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVjHGNreBkU&t=1s


“We know from historical precedent there was national news coverage in 1907 of Indian Affairs 
Public Health Inspector Dr. Peter Henderson Bryce’s findings that the [Indigenous] children were 
dying at a rate of 25 to 50 per cent owing to inequitable healthcare funding by the federal 
government. And that was with blazing headlines like ‘children dying like flies,’…but then the 
coverage waned and children continued to die.”

Cindy Blackstock - 
Executive Director of the 
First Nations Child and 
Family Caring Society, 
member of Gitxsan First 
Nation, and professor at 
McGill University

First Nations community leaders are concerned that the residential school 
graves -- and the horror they represent -- may fall to the wayside in coverage, 
public memory, and action. The National Truth and Reconciliation Day serves 
to keep that knowledge, that acknowledgement of truth, alive.

The Necessity of Remembering



Namwayut: we are all one.

“I heard the words, ‘I’m 
sorry’ and then I couldn’t 
see because my eyes 
were just flowing with 
tears. I was so happy that 
somebody had said, ‘I’m 
sorry.’”

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zuRQmwaREY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zuRQmwaREY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zuRQmwaREY


We acknowledge the suffering
- suppression of Indigenous languages, 

culture, and spirituality
- historical and ongoing trauma and the 

legacy of suffering and challenges
- grave abuses

We … express our profound remorse and 
apologize unequivocally

We are committed to the process of healing and 
reconciliation

- fundraising to support initiatives 
discerned locally with Indigenous partners

- with guidance, prioritizing initiatives of 
healing

- listening to experiences
- educating clergy, consecrated men and 

women, and lay faithful
- providing documentation or records

https://omilacombe.ca/statement-of-apology-by-the-catholic-bishops-of-canada-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land/?fbclid=IwAR3MJF14oOjACe_eM7GYT-dyrNuGQMClQ7Ex4QaZ-sq6_fuW7I3IMhiA2Ac
https://omilacombe.ca/statement-of-apology-by-the-catholic-bishops-of-canada-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land/?fbclid=IwAR3MJF14oOjACe_eM7GYT-dyrNuGQMClQ7Ex4QaZ-sq6_fuW7I3IMhiA2Ac


Learning about…

Acknowledging 
the truth of our 
collective past.

Doing better …

Taking action, not 
to ‘solve’, but to 

support 
relationships.

Learning from …

Increasing our 
understanding of 

the legacy. 

Truth then Reconciliation

We’re all at different spots on this journey. 
What is important is to continue learning and moving forward.



Enduring wish of Justice Murray 
Sinclair - [I hope] “that Orange 
Shirt Day will encourage teachers 
to remember every student who 
crosses their doorstep is 
someone’s child, and that every 
child matters.”  



How to Honour the Day
● Use this interactive map of Residential Schools across Canada to learn more about         

Residential Schools locations. 

● Online Celebration of Community and Culture - Facebook Live Event with Elder Doreen Wabasca
○ 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

● Spend time learning about the Calls to Action  in this child-friendly format.  What resonates with 
you?

● Go for a 2.15 km walk in honour of the 215 children from the Kamloops Residential School and 
reflect on discussions and learnings from today and throughout this week.

● Roots for Trees Events throughout September 
○ 10am - 2pm at Hawrelak Park - Orange Shirt Day Theme

● Read Shi-shi-etko - video link and supporting questions

● Art activity with Connie Kulhavy, Métis artist 

○ Participants will be guided through an art activity while learning                                               
about Residential Schools in a safe and gentle way

○ Registration (free) is required  

https://nctr.ca/records/view-your-records/archival-map/
https://www.facebook.com/thefortsaskatchewanmulticulturalassociation/photos/gm.1692296450961931/4246914428729506/?type=3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sw85I21gyk96ng-ytpgUBLPFNvT_0Vwu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.edmonton.ca/attractions_events/schedule_festivals_events/orange-shirt-day
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13PM74gc-bk5AjTcF56hHTyRPKd6MRDCGwfV_phQF6-c/edit?usp=sharing
https://rli.connectedcommunity.org/home


CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik. 

Want to Learn More?
Indigenous Canada - UofA  ->  free, but for a small fee you can earn a certificate, or you can 
enroll as a regular class

Reconciliation Through Indigenous Education - UBC

Coursera offers a free course, Aboriginal Worldviews and Education, through the 
University of Toronto

Indigenous Voices Online Learning Modules - University of Saskatchewan

Books: 
● Peace Pipe Dreams by Darrell Dennis
● 21 Things You May Not Know about the Indian Act by Bob Joseph

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada
https://pdce.educ.ubc.ca/reconciliation/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/aboriginal-education
https://teaching.usask.ca/curriculum/indigenization.php#IndigenousVoicesProgram


CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik. 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

