The CAMEOSE BOOSTER, October 13, 2020 - Page 4

Students weigh in on ‘now’ horm

By Lori Larsen

School has been back
in now for almost two
months and, while things
may be a liltle different,
the cycle of teaching
and leamming econtinues,
parhops with a deoper
appreciation for that
remarkable procoss.

Seplember was a busy
month for the staff and
students ak Our Lady of
Mount Pleasant Cathole
Scheal, as it was no doubt
for all schools as they
soitled back into dnssroom
lecarning and figurod owt
ihe semantics of how it was
all going to wark.

On Sept. 30, the
school hald its first virtoal
asseenbly, which students
viowoed m their classrooms
on what is dubbed a=s OLMP
Television.

The assembly included
Orange Shirt Day and
Seven Sacred Teaching
Presentation, Stodent of
ibe Month presontation,
annoancement afl
the Mask Creation
Competition, the Z019-
2020 School Year Awards
Winners, and a Terry Fox
Presentation.

With all the new
protocols in place, schoal
staff and stodenis ar
h.nﬁn.gtu-:lm'-n i;nnmr:.l.im

DurLd;ﬂHliﬂmmtlndu 11 students, loft to
Hannah Hasselbohm, Katclynn Baskn and Gabricl Guillemetiie
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ways to ensure karning =
still oerurring:

Tha tomporary
closing of schools in late
March of this year, due o
COVID-19, was more than
just a bump in the road. It
mannd 8 significant change
of directsan and rethinking
for hoth Loachors and
students alike.

Four OLMP grade 11
leadership studanis
and friend cohorts,
Katelynn Baska, Hannah
Hassclbohm, Erin Kontck
and Gabriel Guillemotic,
waighed in om the impact
homeschooling had and the
return o classrooms this
fall, and providad s take on
what this yonr hos taught
thom.

Temporary closing

Katelynn began by
cxpressing how, when on
site schooling was Lempo-
rarily cancelled, she was
very upsal. “1 was worried
it would be long torm. |
wasol cxpecting (o como
back im ithe il so going
bome, 1 found it hard io
adjust.” She said Lthe mosl
difficuli part was being
motivated to learn ot home,
as home was normally
the place to relax after a
long day al school. "As Lhe
months wenl on, it was ans-
der and it actually helped
grades, bocause Leachers
ware roally forgiving and
would help you out™

She added that the
teachers did a fantastic job
adjusting. “IL was a lok of
work for them to change
their whale style ™

Hanmah agrecd that
having to lkearn from home
bock an adjustinont for both
stodents and the teachors.
“Tt taok the fun oot ol school,
borause a loi of it is being
oble to internet as a closs
and have a teacher there Lo
have thal backand forth-
my learning-being able Lo
hoar othoers’ opinions and
share opinions. | was dil
feult not hoving that part
of school any mare.”

Haonah said that in
the beginning, it was quile
stressful, specifically the
onkoown, but =aud the
teachers weore wonderfuol
at moking sure the stu-
donls were gelting whal
they needod and progross-
ing under the diffiml oir-
cumsiances.

Gabrical =aid thol in
ihe beginning, thore was
so much unknown. As the
world began shutting down
and the word of possibiy
temporarily closing schoals
got oul, i was wery dis
concerting. “1 think that it
was kind of scary hoaring
oo the nows that we wore
going to bave to go homa.
The unknown of it all was
awfol st the beginning. i

was a little hard ot first,
learmming from home and
bow Lo uso our Lechoology.
“l am a paperfpon kind
of person, so it was really
hard adjusting to that, bui
the teachors did a really
amazxing job with helping
stodents and doing one-on-
ono calls with them Lrying
o Dgoroe evorything owl™
All foar studonis
agroed amd gove o shoul
opul to all the teachers,
specifically Mr. Ellert, whe
faced the challenges head
on during his first year of

Erin sand that when she
first hoard tho nows about
the temporary closing of
schools doe to COVID.18,
she couldn't believe it
1 wos like, wow, this =
sctually happening. Now
ik was real Lthal we wore
sctually home. It was kind
of a hard adjustment, doing
all your work at home,
because you are in your
home environmenl.

=1 lo=t roatine. Nor-
mally, 1 cat broakinel, got
drossod amd po to school
nnd | lost that rootime. It
mdtl'!'mlr.tuhwpmylﬂl'
motivaded ™ She also said
thal while il was disap-
pointing thot she was
onable Lo see hnr fru:rlil.
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Erin Kontek,
coborty are all

she was able Lo develop o
degree of indopondence and
problem-solving that she
may not have otherwise. *1
could ask the teschers, but
I dide’t have my friends
iright there} Lo bounce
things off. That also made
me realize how important
it iz Lo have communicalion
with olhers.™
Retarning this fall
Like many people
around the world, Kateo-
lymn, Hannah, Gabricl
and Erin woitod with bat-
od breath to hear whether
or nol sindenis would be
allowed Lo reiurn to the
classroom this @l for the
2020/21 school yoor.
Continwed on page 10
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1 was so happy,
borause af first 1 didn
thimk we woro going to come
barck.” remarked Katolynn.
Then when stodents were
allowed to return, she sasd
thero was still o bit of brepi-
dation. “At first, hooestly, [
was fearfol, borause il was
s0 differant. I wondored if 1
was going o bo isclated ot
my own desk with no friend
internction. But that is not
the case. Wo are allowed
to sit with our friends. We
still get o socinlize, but in
a zaf manner”

Katzlynn was also
riddled with concern ower
her own personal health.
“l have an aotcimmune
problem, so0 1 was a litle
nervous, bol | think & =
even a betier ocnviromment
for that™

Erin was aspocinlly
happy to come back ond
soo all ber friends. *I real-
ized how much | missed
tolking to my friends evory
day. It was nice Lo got back
to school and be in a class-
room. It is casier to boarm
for me in thai environ-
ment.”

Gobriel admits when
first retorning to school, it
was a lithle difficult getting
used to bhaving to sonitize
all the time and staying in
thoir desks. °1 like talking,
and 1 talk a lot =0 that was
hard for me.

“Alsa, | got sick during
the fOrst few wocks. | bad
to go get testod which, by
the way, is not that bad.
Social medin makes ik 10
limos worss, bol really, it
tokes them two soronds
and it docs not hort ™

After getbing teosiod,
dospite negolive resolis,
Gabrie] had to remain home
until her sympioms were
goni, which meant missing
even maore school. "Ik was
& little hard Lo catch op on
the frst doy back, bot my
teachers did an excollont
job getting the belp I need-
ol and stoying with me
doring their lunch broaks
and my hmch breaks. Now
I am all enught uwp, and it
wasn'l o= hord as [ thought
it would be”

Hannah was glad to soe
iha protocols the school hos
in ploce for anyone, sporifi-
cally students, who may be
[eeling unwell. “Sindents
are nol afraid to miss
thimgs. No one wonld want
Lo stay home oot of foar of
missing something. That =

ing 50 much put onfine last
yanr, all the vidoos that
ware reenrded then ean be
used now whon a stodont
has o stay homae ™

Hannahs  greatest
concern. with retorming to
school wos the possibil-
ity of Frinndships changing
over the oxtonded period
awny. “The dynamic may
not be the sams with some
poople ool talking and see-
ing ooch other for o GEw
maomkh=" However, she snid
it all went well. and avery-
one 'was very hoppy to soo
each cther agai

Masking up

One of the nomber ono
hot topics on many minds
is the mow fnce l:m-u.ru:lg
protocods  impk Lo

close to home. “Hoth of
my graot-grandparonts live
in long-torm coare. I woar-
myg this mask means not
only protecting myself, but
keeping them from harm,
Twill

“1& mny not be tha num-
bor ane solution like the
vaccing, but at lonst it will
prevent it as bost it ean ™

Youthful messages

In conclusion, these
four amazing gmmg people
shored messages of hope
nnd inspiretion.

“l was roally on the
odge for my own health,
but 1 made the decision
to come back and this =

o complotely safe place. 1
don't fool unsafo ot all”

help slow the sproad of
COVID-I2, and high schoal
sindents were cortainly not
immune o the dohate.

Erin noted, *When 1
hoard we were going io
have Lo wear o mask, liko
1 sospected wo would, I
was like it is going Lo kind
of suck.” Bui afier the frst
woek, 1 found it is not that
bad. It doesn't impact my
lonrning, it just took & bit
of an adjustment. It i= oot
something that is affecting
you o= muoch as you might
think™

Gabrigl said that if
wearing 0 mask is going to
protect the people aroond
you, then just do k. “Yoo
will get used o i, and it
savas poople’s health and
Tinvess ™

Hannah nddad that the
school has been wery good
aboot providing “mask
brenks" to halp allovinto
some of the discomfort
that may come with wonr-
ing a foco covering for a
long peoriod of lime. “When
you are sitting alone and
nob ORAr QOyoOo, you are
allowed to take i off and
have a break from it It ean
be annoying, so | approci-
ate that they give us times
to take litth breaks™

She added that Leader-
ship studenis hove taken it
opon themselves to mako
the whole “mask woaring™
fun for overyone, specifi-
cally with o Mask Com-
pnutbcuL "1 think that it
is important. With us not
being able to do sporis or
ossomblies, it takes awoy
from thal school commu-
nity, so finding othor ways
to bring eweryona
= still is important”
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Katelynn said thok if aoy-
thing, the moasures pot in
ploce Lo protect everyone ot
the school has lkeveled the
playing feld for her. Pri-
or to COVID-1%, she was
always having to be extm
careful with ber haalth and
sometimes Bl a little dis-
onnorcted. "My decision to
return is clear  Everyons
hns to be careful amd i =
oo longer embarrassing.”

She also encouraged
people o alfwoys wear
n smile, even under the
mask. “We nood posiliviky.
We are all in this Eegether
Everyone in this school has
to work together to keep
overyone safo”

{Gabricl wanted poople
to know thot wearing faco
ooverings is really nol that
bad. “H is going ko proftect
other people like my groat-
grandmother, who | want
to be ablo to go wisit. If me
woaring o mosk is going to
koop her safo, then 1 will
do it The soonor we follow
those rokes, the fnster we
will beat this thing”

Hannoh reminds peo-
plo to remain compassion-
ote. “Ewen thomgh there
ol like thore i a discon-
ooct with the social dis-
tanniug and mask=, we all
just nood Eo stoy togeihor™

And finally, Erin's mes-
sage was Lo stay resilient.
“Kieep some hope and oven
if you aro folling behind o
little bit, try Lo keep going.

“Everybody i= in the
same boat, and | think
the world has a little extra
ompassion right now”

{me Lhing is for cor-
tain, these foor inspiring
stondents alrendy have o
goed grip on serving up o
Enu.p ufonmg)nm.nﬂ not ko
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